
	

	

James	Shankland,	Audit	Manager,	
HeinfeldMeech	
	
James	Shankland	is	an	audit	manager	with	
HeinfeldMeech,	and	has	10	years	of	experience	in	
audit	and	assurance	services,	working	with	
municipalities,	school	districts,	and	non-profit	
organizations.	He	is	a	recipient	of	the	Advanced	
Single	Audit	Certificate	from	the	AICPA,	and	has	
extensive	experience	testing	federal	programs	
under	Single	Audit	requirements.	
		
	

	
	

	
	

Ash	Mehta,	Vice	President	of	Investment	
Advisory	Services,	Public	Trust	Advisors	
		
Ash	is	a	Vice	President	of	Investment	Advisory	
Services	for	Public	Trust	where	he	focuses	on	
offering	investment	advisory	solutions	to	clients	in	
Arizona	as	well	as	managing	current	client	
relationships	and	expanding	the	awareness	of	
Public	Trust	products	and	services	to	current	and	
potential	clients.	Prior	to	joining	Public	Trust,	he	
most	recently	held	the	role	of	Capital	Markets	
Executive	for	a	private	equity	firm	where	he	raised	
awareness	of	the	fund	and	the	opportunities	to	
invest	in	non-correlated	investment	asset	classes.	
	



	

Chris	DeBow,	Managing	Director,	Public	Trust	
Advisors	
		
Chris	is	a	Managing	Director	of	Investment	Advisory	
Services	for	Public	Trust	and	has	almost	twenty	
years	of	investment	experience	assisting	public	
sector	clients	nationwide	with	their	investment	
management	needs.	He	has	a	broad	knowledge	of	
state	statutes	governing	public	funds	investment	
and	regularly	works	with	clients	to	create	flexible	
investment	strategies	for	a	variety	of	funds	
including	operating,	construction,	and	debt	service	
funds	among	others.	He	also	specializes	in	assisting	
underlying	issuers	who	implement	conduit	issue	
financing.		
		
	

	
	

Annette	Gaston,	Senior	Managing	Consultant,	
PFM	
	
Annette	Gaston	joined	PFM	in	2018	as	a	senior	
managing	consultant	in	the	Chandler,	AZ	office.	
Annette	manages	client	relationships	for	public	
agency	clients	throughout	the	Western	
United	States.	Her	responsibilities	include	
investment	advisory	services,	investment	policy	
evaluation,	economic	research,	portfolio	analysis,	
and	cash	flow	modeling.	
Prior	to	joining	PFM,	Annette	was	a	sales	
representative	for	Johnson	&	Johnson	where	she	
worked	with	key	account	clients	in	the	Southern	
California	market.	Before	joining	Johnson	&	Johnson,	
Annette	spent	five	years	as	a	Consulting	Group	
analyst	managing	private	wealth	and	institutional	
client	portfolios,	in	Arizona	and	Southern	California.	
She	brings	a	demonstrated	history	of	working	in	the	
financial	services	industry,	and	multiple	years	of	
experience.	
She	is	an	Arizona	native	and	a	graduate	of	Grand	
Canyon	University	where	she	pursued	a	degree	in	
Finance	and	Economics.	



	
	

Luke	Schneider,	Director,	PFM	
	
Luke	Schneider	joined	PFM’s	asset	management	
business	as	a	director	in	2015	and	manages	
engagements	in	the	Southwestern	and	
Northwestern	U.S.	Luke	has	extensive	experience	
managing	and	advising	on	fixed-income	portfolios	
for	public	entities,	higher	education	institutions,	and	
special	districts.	
Prior	to	joining	PFM,	Luke	was	a	managing	director	
and	senior	portfolio	manager	at	Government	
Portfolio	Advisors	(GPA)	where	he	spent	two	years	
managing	institutional	investment	portfolios.	
Before	joining	GPA,	Luke	spent	four	years	with	
Davidson	Fixed	Income	Management	as	a	portfolio	
analyst	and	sales	and	trading	representative,	and	
before	that	two	years	as	a	research	analyst	for	
RMH	Investment	Management,	LLC.	
Luke	is	a	member	of	the	CFA	Institute	and	a	board	
member	of	the	CFA	Society	of	Tucson.	

	

Jonathan	Ngah,	Principal,	Synergy	
	
Jonathan	Ngah	has	served	as	the	Principal	of	
Synergy	since	January	2011.	Mr.	Ngah	is	a	dynamic	
leader	responsible	for	cultivating	and	directing	the	
firm's	culture	and	strategic	vision	and	managing	all	
aspects	of	the	business,	including	internal	
operations,	client	services,	and	business	
development.	Mr.	Ngah	is	considered	a	GRC	and	
Internal	Audit	thought	leader	and	a	trusted	and	
loyal	partner	to	his	clients.	He	manages	the	firm	on	
unwavering	principles	of	honesty,	integrity,	and	
determination.	Synergy	has	experienced	growth,	
adding	critical	Financial	Management	and	GRC	
engagements	within	DoD,	and	other	Federal	
Government	Civilian	Agencies.	Before	joining	
Synergy,	Mr.	Ngah	was	a	Senior	Manager	at	Grant	
Thornton	LLP	in	the	firm's	Internal	Audit	Advisory	
practice.	He	also	served	as	the	Chief	Control	Officer	
at	the	Bank	of	New	York	Mellon.		
	Mr.	Ngah	has	20+	years	of	industry	and	advisory,	
risk	management,	internal	audit,	and	operations	
experience	supporting	the	public	and	private	sector	
organizations.	Under	his	leadership,	Synergy	has	a	
successful	track	record	with	past	accomplishments	
performing	financial	management	reviews,	
supporting	audit	readiness	and	remediation	efforts,	
and	conducting	internal	control,	risk	management,	
business	process	improvement,	and	accounting	and	
assurance	services.			
Mr.	Ngah	holds	a	Bachelor's	in	Economics	and	a	
master's	in	business	administration	from	the	
University	of	Wisconsin.	He	also	completed	the	
Business	Strategy	and	Financial	Performance	



program	at	INSEAD.	Mr.	Ngah	is	a	Certified	Internal	
Auditor	(CIA),	Certified	Information	Systems	
Auditor	(CISA),	Certified	Fraud	Examiner	(CFE),	and	
Certified	Government	Financial	Manager	(CGFM).		

	

	
	

Paulina	Woo,	Managing	Director,	PFM	
	
Paulina	joined	PFM	in	2007	and	manages	client	
relationships	for	public	agencies	located	throughout	
the	western	United	States.	Her	responsibilities	
include:	investment	advisory	and	consulting	
services,	cash	flow	modeling,	portfolio	structuring,	
economic	research,	treasury	management	
consulting	and	investment	policy	evaluations.	She	
works	with	a	diverse	number	of	municipalities,	
institutions	of	higher	education	and	non-profit	
organizations.	
Paulina	is	a	frequent	speaker	at	municipal	
conferences	and	seminars	for	clients	and	board	
members;	covering	such	subjects	as	bond	proceeds	
investment,	building	an	investment	program,	
permitted	investments,	development	of	investment	
policies	and	internal	controls,	and	managing	risk	in	
public	investment.	
She	is	a	member	of	the	Government	Finance	Officers	
Association	(GFOA)	and	is	an	Advisor	member	of	the	
GFOA	Committee	On	Treasury	and	Investment	
Management	(T	IM).	She	is	also	an	active	participant	
in	several	additional	public	finance	organizations,	
including	the	National	Association	of	Counties	
(NACo),	Government	Finance	Officers	Association	of	
Arizona	(GFOAz),	New	Mexico	Government	Finance	
Officers	Association	(NMGFOA),	the	Arizona	County	
Treasurer’s	Association	(ACTA),	and	Colorado	River	
Finance	Officers	Association	(CRFOA).	She	also	
participates	in	Women	in	Public	Finance,	National	
Association	of	Hispanic	County	Officials,	and	Asian	
Americans	in	Public	Finance.	

	


